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First published in the 17th century, the
modern newspaper is one of the oldest
channels through which people receive
information about events taking place

around them and beyond. As the Internet
revolutionised media in the 21st century, one'’s
ability to interpret, evaluate and make use of
information has become an essential life skill.

The News Gallery: Beyond Headlines

offers an interactive platform where visitors
can learn to be more discerning about
information and media through the National
Library’s rich resources on newspapers.

This permanent exhibition tells the stories

of Singapore newspapers in the library’s
collection dating from the 1820s, presents
episodes from Singapore’s history through the
perspectives of different media, offers insights
on fake news, and explores the different
facets of the fascinating yet bewildering world
of news media.
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The Straits Times, and Singapore

Journal of Commerce
5 August 1845
Singapore: Straits Times Press

The Straits Times was first published on 15 July
1845 as The Straits Times, and Singapore Journal
of Commerce, an eight-page weekly newspaper.
The paper covered local and foreign news, as well
as commercial and shipping information.

The Straits Times diterbitkan buat pertama kali
pada 15 Julai 1845 sebagai The Straits Times,

and Singapore Journal of Commerce. Akhbar
mingguan setebal lapan muka surat ini menyajikan
berita dalam dan luar negara serta maklumat
perdagangan dan perkapalan.
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HAmiens Cpasor

(Singai Nesan)
3 September 1888
Singapore: Denodaya Venthira Press

Singai Nesan (Singapore Friend) is one of
Singapore's earliest Tamil-language news journals,
first produced for the Tamil diaspora. The weekly
newspaper featured happenings in Southeast Asia
and Tamil-speaking countries such as India and Sri
Lanka. Publication of Singai Nesan ceased in 1890
due to little support.

Singai Nesan (Rakan Singapura) merupakan
antara akhbar Tamil yang terawal di Singapura.
Dihasilkan untuk diaspora Tamil, akhbar mingguan
ini melaporkan kejadian di Asia Tenggara dan
negara-negara di mana bahasa Tamil digunakan
seperti India dan Sri Lanka. Penerbitan Singai
Nesan dihentikan pada tahun 1890 kerana kurang
sambutan.
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Warta Malaya
22 and 24 July 1933
Singapore: Syed Hussein bin Ali Alsagoff

Warta Malaya was first published on 1 January

1930. Written in the Jawi script, the newspaper

championed Malay interests in education,

economic development and political rights. An

important voice on the community's affairs, it

was the first Malay-language newspaper to be
distributed beyond Malaya.

Warta Malaya pertama kali diterbitkan pada 1
Januari 1930. Ditulis dalam aksara Jawi, akhbar

ini memperjuangkan kepentingan masyarakat
Melayu dalam bidang pendidikan, pembangunan
ekonomi dan hak politik. Suara lantang yang
membincangkan ehwal masyarakat, ia merupakan
akhbar Bahasa Melayu pertama yang diedarkan ke
luar Malaya.
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EMEIK

(Sin Chew Jit Poh)
20-21 February 1957
Singapore: Sin Chew Jit Poh

Sin Chew Jit Poh was first published on 15 January
1929 by businessman Aw Boon Haw to advertise
his Tiger Balm products. One of Singapore’s
leading Chinese dailies, it promoted patriotic
sentiments towards China and the Kuomintang
(Chinese Nationalist Party), with the latter’s leader
Chiang Kai-shek writing the masthead for its
inaugural issue.

Sin Chew Jit Poh mula diterbitkan pada 15

Januari 1929 oleh ahli niaga Aw Boon Haw untuk
mengiklankan produk Tiger Balm keluaran beliau.
Sebagai salah satu akhbar harian Bahasa Cina yang
unggul di Singapura, ia mengangkat sentimen
setia kepada China dan Kuomintang (Parti
Nasionalis Cina), di mana Chiang Kai-shek selaku
ketua parti tersebut telah menulis judul utama
(masthead) akhbar itu untuk keluarannya yang
pertama.
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Early Editions

Founded in 1824, Singapore’s first
newspaper was the Singapore
Chronicle and Commercial Register.

It remained the only local newspaper

for more than a decade due to the
gagging act, which banned any
publication that was not approved
by the authorities. When the act
was repealed in 1835, it opened
the market up to other newspaper
publishers, such as Singapore Free
Press (1835) and The Straits Times
(1845). Vernacular newspapers such
as Chinese-language Lat Pau (1881),
Malay-language Jawi Peranakkan
(1876) and Tamil-language Singai
Nesan (1887) brought business
information and community news to

"AHE SINGAPORE FREE PRESS

WHRBVATVILE ADTELEFISHS,

THURNDAY MORNING, T~ JAVEARY 1536

the various ethnic groups residing

in Singapore and Malaya. These
publications addressed the concerns
and interests of the respective
communities as well as championed
causes important to them.

The stories of Singapore newspapers
reflect the country’s diverse socio-
cultural tapestry. The National
Library is home to a rich archive of
over 120 Singapore newspaper titles
published since 1827. On display
are the original copies of selected
newspapers from the library’s
collection, which will be refreshed
from time to time.

Singapore Free Press and

Mercantile Advertiser
7 January 1836
Singapore: Singapore Free Press

First published on 8 October 1835, the Singapore
Free Press and Mercantile Advertiser was
Singapore’s second English-language newspaper
after the Singapore Chronicle. It was so named

to mark the abolishment of the gagging act. The
newspaper ceased publication in 1869 but was
revived in 1884. It was acquired by The Straits
Times in 1946.
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Nanyang Siang Pau
10 April 1941
Singapore: Nanyang Press Ltd

Nanyang Siang Pau was a Chinese-language
newspaper first issued on é September
1923. It was established by businessman
and philanthropist Tan Kah Kee with the aim
of promoting commerce and education.
Some of the most well-known Chinese
writers and journalists from China and
Singapore worked for the newspaper, such
as Fu Wumen ({8 5 %) and Hu Yuzhi (8
R12Z). On 16 March 1983, Nanyang Siang
Pau merged with Sin Chew Jit Poh, another
leading Chinese daily, to become Nanyang
Xingzhou Lianhe Zaobao (later shortened

to Lianhe Zaobao) and its evening edition,
Lianhe Wanbao.

Utusan Melayu
26 September 1945
Singapore: Utusan Melayu Press Limited

First published in Singapore on 29 May 1939
as a Malay daily in Jawi script, Utusan Melayu
was a landmark publication as it was the

first Malay newspaper to be wholly owned,
financed and written by Malays. Before

that, Malay newspapers were controlled by
Muslims of Arab and Indian origins. Yusof
bin Ishak, who later became Singapore’s first
Malayan-born Yang di-Pertuan Negara (Head
of State) and subsequently president, was
one of the newspaper’s prime movers.

Tamil Murasu
5 May 1936
Singapore: Sarangapany

First published on 6 July 1935, the objective
of Tamil Murasu was to propagate socio-
economic reforms carried out by the Tamil
Reform Association, one of the earliest Tamil
associations in Singapore. Concerned about
the status and rights of the Tamil community
in Singapore, Tamil Murasu often discussed
the need to uplift Tamils through social and
economic transformations.
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Behind Every Story

At first glance, a news story might

seem to be a mere account of
an incident or development in
the world. In truth, a news article
is subjected to many forms of
influence, such as a newsroom’s
political affiliations, its source

of funding, expectations of its
readers, causes it champions,

personal opinions of its editors and

journalists, and public sentiment.

This multimedia exhibit presents
events from Singapore’s history

and how they were reported in
newspapers and other media.

By comparing the different ways
these events were presented and
interpreted in the media, one can
gain insights into history through the
lens of journalism as well as learn
how the media works.

Understanding this enables readers
to be more discerning and inquiring
about the news they come across.
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Impregnable fortress or propaganda?
Opening of naval base

Before the Second World War, Singapore’s
defences were thought to be so robust that the
island was touted as an "impregnable fortress”.
Local English newspapers portrayed the opening
of the naval base in Sembawang in 1938 as a
historic milestone, highlighting it as the largest in
the world, equipped with state-of-the-art facilities.
Hence, it was a shock to many when Singapore fell
to the Japanese in 1942, shattering the illusion of
its invincibility.

The Singapore Free Press and Mercantile Advertiser

14 February 1938
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THE SHONAN TIMES

FEBRUARY 20, SHOW A 17.

JAPAN’S POSITION IMPREGNABLE
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The Shonan Times
20 February 1942
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Singapore Standard
5 December 1950

Victor's cry versus loser’s
lament: Fall of Singapore

The loss of Singapore to the Japanese
Army in 1942 is considered as one of

the greatest defeats in British military
history. Singapore was a vital part of the
British Empire and believed to have been
unassailable. Pro-Japanese newspapers
reported the Fall of Singapore as an
"epoch-making event” that ushered in

a new era where Asians were liberated
from Western powers after centuries of
exploitation. Such narratives were aligned
with Japan'’s idea of the "Greater East Asia
Co-Prosperity Sphere”. On the other hand,
Western newspapers quickly dismissed the
notion that Singapore was an "impregnable
fortress” as propaganda.

Sensational saga: Maria Hertogh
custody battle

The custody battle of Maria Hertogh,

a 13-year-old Dutch Eurasian girl,

in 1950 caught the attention of the

world. Newspapers in Singapore, the
Netherlands and the United States
published sensationalised reports, featuring
provocative images, headlines and
inaccurate facts, whipping up international
interest. The legal case stirred up anti-
colonial sentiments and underscored
religious differences, ultimately leading to
an outbreak of riots.
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13 May 1955
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INGAPORE today separated from Malaysia,
felizming an amondmen t 12 the Constitution
approved unanimously by both Houses of Par-
Niament under  cortificate of urgency.
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The Straits Times
10 August 1965

Communist unrest or industrial
dispute? Hock Lee bus riots

The Hock Lee bus riots in 1955 are among the
deadliest riots in Singapore's history, arising from

a labour dispute between bus workers and the
management of the Hock Lee Amalgamated Bus
Company. The local newspapers held different
views on what had triggered the violent outbreak.
The English press pointed to communist operations
behind the scenes, while the Chinese press alluded
to mistreatment of the workers and police brutality
as its causes.

Crisis moment or business as usual?
Singapore’s separation from Malaysia

On 9 August 1965, Singaporeans awoke to the
shocking news of Singapore’s separation from
Malaysia. The local press differed in their focus
and sentiments in their reporting of the historic
event. Both The Straits Times and Berita Harian
gave more coverage to the press conferences of
Malaysia Prime Minister Tunku Abdul Rahman,
while Nanyang Siang Pau mostly featured
Singapore Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew's views.
While The Straits Times described the separation as
“tragic news"”, the Chinese paper adopted a non-
emotional and almost positive tone in its reports.
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Move taken as used gum Pragmatism or paternalism?
disrupted MRT services Chewing gum ban

Chewing On 30 December 1991, the Singapore government

announced that it would ban the import, sale and

t manufacture of chewing gum. The various opinion
gum 0 pieces in local newspapers offer an interesting
b b d study of how different media outlets framed and
e anne interpreted this unusual law. The Straits Times
Somee DUETETT gt published letters and e_ditoriais expressing that the
BEPR 5 By SRR measure was too drastic and heavy-ha{'nded. The
T Malay and Chinese press mostly perceived the ban
G g &E@?&;ﬁ as a pragmatic solution to dealing with a perennial
e S PRl i s S @Lﬁvi‘x littering problem, conceding that it could be more
“o‘:‘%-;fw%&% ;&'ﬁg&ﬁ?ﬁ Eﬁ.‘“@?ﬁ effective than meting out harsher punishments for
;":‘:'”E':“;%:“:i :z‘éifﬁi; : ji";ﬁ“’; offenders and running public education campaigns.
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The Straits Times
4 January 1992

aarsis Editorial power: Michael Fay saga

Asad Latif replles lo the commentaries...

The detention and caning of an American youth,
Michael Fay, in 1994 in Singapore caused an
uproar in the United States. The case soon
became a debate of differences in culture,
values and attitudes between East and West.
The coverage of the case demonstrates the
power of news editorials in shaping public
opinion. Editorials in US newspapers portrayed
Fay as a victim of human rights abuse, while
Singapore newspapers defended the sentence
and the country’s right to uphold its own laws.

The Straits Times
1 May 1994

Sure bet or slippery slope?
The casino debate

Between 2004 and 2005, Singapore’s decision to
introduce casinos was hotly debated in the media.
The ways the various newspapers framed their
reports revealed the different perspectives on

the issue. While local newspapers focused on the
trade-offs between the economic gains and social
costs of casinos, the international press highlighted
the fact that Singapore’s political climate was
becoming more liberal.

35,000 new jobs and huge gains to econorﬁy

e o e et il ety e i

The Straits Times
19 April 2005
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Fact or Fake?

With the advent of the Internet,

fake news has become a global
threat, proliferating particularly on
new media platforms. People can
now self-publish at low or no cost,
remain anonymous and dodge
accountability. As such, questionable
content can be easily created and

wasted in undoing its damage.

Fake news also has the potential to
destroy the reputation of individuals
and organisations. Likewise, it can
undermine trust in institutions,

sow racial or religious discord, and
instigate political unrest.

disseminated widely.

The impact of fake news can be
profound and devastating. It has
caused public panic and social
disorder. Vast resources are often

FABIAOUS ~ MONEY TECH TRAVEL MOTORS DEARDEIDRE PUIILES  VOUCHERS  TOPSA-Z

STUFFED BY TURKEY More than
700,000 Turks “will flock to live and
work in Britain after country joins EU’

Migration Watch said that if Brits vote to Remain our
population will soar towards 80 million

MORE THAN 700,000 Turks could come to live and wark in Britain by
2035 = a think tank daims t “wake up
u
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The interactive quiz here is based

on specific cases of falsehood from
both Singapore and abroad, and is
designed to offer key learning points
about fake news, its impact and what
we can do to curb its spread.

Anti-immigrant disinformation during
the Brexit referendum

An investigation following the 2016 Brexit
referendum in the UK revealed that there had been
a series of advertisements on Facebook containing
disinformation aiming to influence voters to
support Brexit. The ads focused on hot button
issues such as immigration and animal rights. These
ads fed into fears such as the loss of employment,
with one ad even suggesting that Turkey was about
to join the European Union, and that Britain would
experience an influx of 700,000 Turkish immigrants.

Fake news on Punggol Waterway
Terraces collapse

In November 2016, an alternative news site
published an article claiming that the top floor of a
Housing Development Board (HDB) Built-to-Order
flat in Punggol Waterway Terraces had collapsed,
accompanied by an image of the supposedly
damaged building. The article went viral on social
media. The Singapore Civil Defence Force and HDB
deployed resources to investigate, and clarified
that the report was a hoax.



THE NEWS GALLERY: BEYOND HEADLINES

10

Tharman Shanmugaratnam Invests $1
Billion for All Singapore Residents.
Use HIS Method To Become Rich In
Just 7 Days!

WhatsApp lynching in India

India has the highest number of WhatsApp users in
the world. From 2017 to 2018, it was the channel
through which falsehoods about beggars and
labourers — that they were criminals — were spread,
causing them to be targeted and attacked by lynch
mobs, often with fatalities. In response, WhatsApp
launched an advertising campaign against fake
news in India and restricted the number of
recipients of forwarded messages to five.

Investment scams

In recent years, several prominent Singaporeans,
including government ministers, billionaires and
celebrities, have been featured in fabricated news
articles to solicit bitcoin investments. Apart from
featuring their photographs and logos of local
mainstream media agencies, these reports also
included sensational headlines and fake quotes.
Despite media coverage and alerts issued by
the Monetary Authority of Singapore and the
Singapore Police Force, some Singaporeans still
fell victim to these scams.
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Extra! Extra!

Newspapers offer much more than
news — they are filled with
advertisements, comics and puzzles,
food and media reviews, photo
features, travel articles, recipes, aunt
agony columns and more. This section
showcases the various segments of
newspapers, exploring different facets
of the fascinating world of media. This
display will be updated from time to
time.

Read all about the latest breaking news
and stories of yesteryear in the National
Library’s digital collection of historical
and current newspapers. Discover a
rich and growing online archive of
Singapore newspapers published since
meve  qp W - 1827 on NewspaperSG, as well as
current newspapers from Singapore
and around the world in PressReader.

Make Headline News!

THE

Make your dream of appearing on the

NEWS usc front page of a newspaper a reality!
GALLERY Take home a digital souvenir of your

BEYOND HEADLINES

visit by creating headline news with your
photograph at this interactive kiosk.
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FAKE NEWS BUSTERS
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Thank you for visiting the exhibition!

Visit go.gov.sg/tng-exh
for information on upcoming programmes.

An exhibition by

N
|§‘NLB ‘ National Library
Singapore
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