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Synopsis

Possibility Room

Before advertising agencies started
to use computers in the mid-1990s,
advertising production was very
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ABOUT THE
EXHIBITION

Advertisements are fascinating
cultural documents that both
shape and reflect people's
desires and ideals. This
exhibition features advertising
material from the 1830s to
1960s in the National Library
collection, and explores the
hopes, dreams, aspirations
and insecurities of society
over the years.

Modelled after a department
store, the exhibition highlights
advertisements promoting a
myriad of products, services
and brands that once SEwn
saturated Singapore's busy L
consumer market. Through
this colourful showcase of the
National Library's publications,
magazines, newspapers

and ephemera, you will gain

a deeper understanding of
advertising and its impact on
society, while learning more
about Singapore's past.

Join us as we uncover

the nation’s early years
through advertisements
from the National Library's
rich collection.

The National Library Board (NLB) is
exhibiting advertisements featured in library
materials published before 1970, in an ‘as is’
state. The NLB intends no offence against
any individual; entity; nationality; race;
religion; culture; profession; and gender.
The NLB disclaims all liability for the
contents of these advertisements, in this
public education exhibition.

Tiger Balm
Malaya Merdeka Album
1957

This advertisement for Tiger Balm
appears on the back cover of the
souvenir magazine Malaya Merdeka
Album. Its copy, in line with the
magazine's theme, reads ‘Merdeka!
Bringing Malaya independence and
freedom! Tiger balm Eng Aun Tong's
5 major medications eliminate
numerous diseases, bringing people

health and happiness!

Cold Storage
The Straits Times Annual
1970

Cold Storage was established in
Singapore in 1903 in response to the
local demand for frozen and fresh food
products from Australia and other
overseas exporters. It soon expanded
to incorporate a dairy farm, a bakery, a
creamery, and delivery services.

Bata
The Straits Times Annual
1958

Originating from Zlin, Czechoslovakia
(now Czech Republic), Bata was
probably the most-advertised shoe
brand in Malaya. Now a household
name in Singapore and Malaysia, Bata
then marketed its shoes as affordable

fashion footwear for the masses. . )
still orange
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EXHIBITION HIGHLIGHTS

Medical Office Poster
c. 1930s

The Medical Office was a pharmacy
established in 1866 by German
nationals living in Singapore, and was
later acquired by Singapore's first
group of local Chinese pharmacists.
This poster was designed in the
Shanghai ‘picture calendar’ style
which was highly popular in China and
among overseas Chinese communities
from the 1920s-40s.

Fashion Magazine
1960s

This magazine in Jawi had the tagline
‘The First Malay Fashion Weekly
Magazine in Malaya’ and was very
popular in the 1950s and 1960s. It ran
many fashion-related ads as well as
fashion illustrations that inform us of
what was in vogue in both men and
women's fashion. In the early 1960s
issues of the magazine, improvised
sarong kebaya were frequently featured.

Red Lion by F&N
The Straits Times Annual
1961

One of F&N's signature drinks,
Red Lion was heavily advertised
across multiple publications. This
advertisement was part of a larger
campaign that featured models
from Malaya drinking Red Lion
orange drink against paradisiacal
Malayan backdrops.

FAMA FUM BisToisimons RECENSE, |

Indian movie posters
Theraiyoli Magazine
1960s

Indian movies were imported into Malaya in the 1920s and
had a large following among plantation workers. Their appeal
extended beyond the Indian community — many movies were
subtitled in other languages such as English and Malay.

This is an advertisement of a romance drama in Tamil.

Een Reis Naar Oost-Azie (A trip to East Asia)
Brochure in Dutch by Norddeutscher Lloyd
c. 1930s

The Norddeutscher Lloyd (North German Lloyd) shipping company
offered their first East Asia cruise service in 1886. This brochure
advertising their luxury cruise liner's East Asia service is exquisitely
printed with illustrations of exotic scenes. It also features photos of
sumptuous interiors of the cruise liners.

GUIDED TOURS

Join our curator- or docent-led tours and
discover the rich treasures and fascinating
stories of Singapore's published heritage
through the medium of advertising.

CURATOR'S TOURS
2018 | 16 Aug, 20 Sep, 18 Oct, 15 Nov, 20 Dec
2019 | 17 Jan, 21 Feb

Time: 7.00pm — 8.00pm
Meeting point: Level 10, Gallery entrance

Tours will be conducted in English.
Free admission. Register at www.nlb.gov.sg/golibrary

PUBLIC TOURS (ENGLISH)

2018 | 1,15 & 29 Sep, 6 & 20 Oct, 3 & 17 Nov,
1& 15 Dec

2019 | 5 & 19 Jan

Time: 4.00pm — 5.00pm
Meeting point: Level 10, Gallery entrance

Led by docents. Free admission,
first-come first-served basis.
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SCHOOL TOURS

Set in a shopping scene in the early 20th century,
students and teachers will experience a taste

of life in Singapore from the colonial era to the
1960s. Singapore's social history and businesses,
in particular, will be featured through a selection
of advertisements from newspapers and other
publications. Worksheets for students will also
be provided.

Interested schools can email visitnls@nlb.gov.sg
for more details. Book early to secure a tour slot!

SELLING DREAMS @ SINGAPORE

NIGHT FESTIVAL

During the Singapore Night Festival, the
exhibition’s opening hours will be extended until
11.30pm. Our curators will also be leading special
tours that will be available on Saturday nights.

17 & 18 Aug 2018, 24 & 25 Aug 2018
Time: 10.00am — 11.30pm
Level 10, Gallery

18 & 25 Aug 2018
Time: 9.00pm - 10.00pm
Meeting point: Level 10, Gallery entrance

Tours will be conducted in English.
Free admission. Register at www.nlb.gov.sg/golibrary
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THE ART OF PERSUASION
20 Jul 2018 - 24 Feb 2019
Level 1, Lobby

How do advertisers hook an audience? ‘The Art of
Persuasion’ looks at different advertising methods
and strategies used in ads drawn from the library's
vast collection of print publications from the 1830s
to 1960s. Head down to the National Library's
‘advertising studio’ in the lobby and check out ads
featuring comics and cartoons, witty copy, bold
imagery and illustrations as well as early advertising
attempts to appeal to local audiences.

A mini exhibition of the same title will be travelling to
the following Public Libraries:

Venue Date

Ang Mo Kio Public Library 9 Jul — 26 Aug 2018
Woodlands Regional Library 27 Aug — 21 Oct 2018
Clementi Public Library 22 Oct - 16 Dec 2018
Sengkang Public Library 17 Dec 2018 - 10 Feb 2019




